
 St Margaret’s Church 

With Revd. Hannah Gordon

Join Us This Sunday
Third Sunday of Lent

This week Ian and Jason took delivery of the churchyard’s new mowers, for those
of you interested in ‘the finer’ details. The Mountfield 1530H is a high performing
compact lawn tractor. This is the first lawn tractor in the 84cm sub category to
feature the innovative twin bladed cutting system. The blades contra rotate, and
direct the grass cuttings through the wide rear discharge chute into the collector. 
Mountfield design their machines to be as user friendly as possible this model has
a high backed seat and for safety there is also a switch which cuts out the engine
if the driver leaves the seat for any reason when the blades are turning. This
reduces the risk of an accident and gives you peace of mind.
The smaller model is Mountfield's HP42 which is a lovely hand-propelled
lawnmower, powered by a STIGA ST120 Autochoke engine and featuring a 41cm
cutting width – ideal for mowing in-between graves.  There is always lots to do in
the churchyard, and the team would love to welcome more members, so if you
are interested in getting involved then please contact admin@smchipstead.org

.
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8.45am: Morning Prayer
10.15am: Holy Communion
Readings:
Exodus 20: 1-17
John 2: 13-22

Junior Church and Young People
start in church and then move
down to the Orchard, where
activities run alongside the main
service and finish at 11.15am. 

Jason Good and Ian Thirlwall take delivery of the new churchyard mowers.

Morning Prayer 
09:15 am 

Every Tuesday and
Wednesday

Another date for your diary. If you would like to help
with making posies for Mothering Sunday, please do
join us in the Parish Office on Saturday morning 9th

March from 10am. We are also grateful for donations of
small garden flowers, daffodils and small greenery.  We
make about 100 bunches. Even an hour of help would

be wonderful.” It is always a lovely social occasion.
There will be a bucket outside the Parish Office on

Friday 8th March for any donations. Thank you!
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10th March 10.15am Mothering Sunday - All Ages Together 
24th March 10am Palm Sunday - Service of the Word
28th March 8pm Maundy Thursday - Holy Communion
29th March 9.30am Good Friday Worship for All Ages
31st March 10am Easter Sunday - Praise and Worship

Diary Dates

Obituaries
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Parish Office
Deborah is in the Parish Office  
every Wednesday, between 10am
and 1pm. Do drop in for a chat and  
refreshments.

Revd. Hannah Gordon                    
01737 552157                            

rector@smchipstead.org
Admin office                            
01737 552160                            

admin@smchipstead.org

Contact Us

Special Services

St Margaret’s Church ‘Orchard’ on
Sunday 24th March 3-5pm

Ritva Leckie
It is with great sadness that we report the death of Ritva Leckie. She, with her husband George and son
Dougal, was a staunch member of St Margaret’s and also of Chipstead Evening WI for over 40 years. Having
been born in Finland, she travelled the world with her family, finally settling here in Chipstead and devoting
herself to Dougal’s care. Her husband had been a Churchwarden and had also collated for many years St
Margaret’s Christian Aid giving.

Ritva’s family warmly invite her church family and friends to a thanksgiving service celebrating her life which
will be  held at St Margaret’s on Tuesday 12th March at 11am. There will also be a reception in the Orchard
afterwards.  The cremation service will be at Surrey and East Sussex Crematorium on Tuesday 26th March
at 3.30pm .

It would be most helpful if you could please let Deborah know if you’d like to attend the church service
and/or reception and/or crematorium. Please contact admin@smchipstead.org or telephone 01737 552160.

Dr Gerald Clough
It is (also) sad to announce the death of Dr Gerald Clough, a zoologist, whose family lived for many years in
Chipstead. They were regular attendees at St Margaret’s with Gregory and Katherine, his children, being
heavily involved in the choir and other teenage activities.

With the Messy Church Team

mailto:rector@smchipstead.org
mailto:admin@smchipstead.org
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A recap of session two, a link to which can be found below.
https://www.24-7prayer.com/podcast_series/the-lectio-course/

Again we are transported to the tranquil  Waverley Abbey on the Holy Island of Lindisfarne. This week Pete Greig is
concentrating on Listening  Lectio/Read the text  and hearing God in the Bible. We must learn to read the text slowly,
prayerfully and reverently. Pete continued his dog theme and we were introduced to Crumble, whom he described as
having ‘extraordinary superpowers!’ Crumble runs to greet people before they even arrive, as a dog’s hearing is set to
65,000 KHz, while the human ear is 20,000 KHz.However, humans have the capacity to hear voice of God, designed to
enjoy a relationship with our creator, and we are all wired to process data differently.

Pete uses the ‘Road to Emmaus, Luke 24 vs 27, as an example and said that Jesus leads the couple through an in depth
Bible study, it is a masterclass for anyone seeking to hear his voice. Jesus explains what was said in all the scriptures
concerning himself, he teaches us to interpret the Bible in the light of himself, his life, death and resurrection reframes
everything, Theologians call this the ‘Christological hermeneutic, ’it means we put on a pair of ‘Jesus glasses.’
“When it comes to hearing God, the Bible is the primary way in which He speaks”, learning to hear God’s voice begins with
the Bible, George Gallup once said “The Bible is the best-selling, least-read book in in America.”  We know we should read
the Bible but let’s be honest it’s a bit less exciting than Netflix!

By approaching text prayerfully, using imagination, seeking conversation rather than information it becomes exciting,
challenging, it comes to life. Francois Fenelon “Imagine that Jesus Christ in person is about to talk to you about the most
important thing in the world. Give him your complete attention. 

Pete used a painting  as an image to invite us to use the frame, as a window pane to look through the text at the world,
‘Lectio Divina is a way of viewing God’s World; the whole of life through the life of Christ. The (Bible)word of God is
foremost a person and only secondly a book. Our relationship is with the living Word of God in Jesus, through the written
Word of God in the Bible, and not the other way around. 

Pete’s special guest this week was the very moving extremely reverent, ‘Helen Berhane,’ who  is a Gospel Singer and  
recording artist, from Eritrea in  East Africa. Helen was  imprisoned and tortured for her faith in Jesus, and kept in a
shipping contained for 32 months.  Helen described the Bible as her food, for her it was always new and something she
read 15 times a day. She received her Bible from a preacher, who was sadly  tortured and killed for his belief in Christ. He
had managed to smuggle in a Bible which had been cut into sections so that it would fit in a washing powder box, to share
with others. Helen said that in order to hear, you need to shut everything out, turn off any distractions, she said that
‘Christianity is not difficult providing you listen to God. 
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Lent
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Reminder week three of the
Lectio Course  with

 Revd. Hannah Gordon this
week in the Orchard from 5pm

to 6.30pm

Watch and Pray: Sign up for daily
emails here

https://www.churchofengland.org/fai
th-calling/what-we-believe/lent-

holy-week-and-easter/watch-and-
pray-lent-reflections

Or download the App for iOS or
Android from the usual places!

If you would like to read more about
Helen’s inspirational and challenging
true story , she published a book in

2009, called ‘Song of the
Nightingale’.
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